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fleet, going up into the jungles, may have remained there out of a
taste for adventure or "youthful audacity." 75 And the unions that
many of these exiles entered into -unions of Norman "interpreters,"
shipwrecked mariners, and new-Christians, Europeans all of them,
in the prime of life and the best of health, young and full of masculine
vigor, "adventurous and ardent youths, brimming with strength" 7G
-the unions that they formed with native women, who were possibly
equally clean and physically wholesome, need not always have be-
longed to the category of those "unhygienic matings" of which
Azevedo Amaral speaks. Quite the contrary. Such unions may have
served as a "true process of sexual selection"77 if one takes into
account the liberty that the European had of choosing a mate from
among dozens of Indian women. Sexual intercourse under such con-
ditions could only have resulted in good healthy animals, even though
bad Christians or individuals of unprepossessing character.

To the advantages already pointed out that the Portuguese of the
fifteenth century enjoyed over contemporary peoples who were also
engaged in colonizing activity may be added their sexual morality,
which was Mozarabic in character: Catholic morality rendered supple
by contact with the Mohammedan, and more easy-going, more re-
laxed, than among the northern peoples. Nor was their religion the
hard and jigid system of the Reformed countries of the north, or
even the dramatic Catholicism of Castile itself; theirs was a liturgy
social rather than religious, a softened, lyric Christianity with many
phallic and animistic reminiscences of the pagan cults. The only thing
that was lacking was for the saints and angels to take on fleshly form
and step down from the altars on feast-days to disport themselves
with the populace. As it was, one might have seen oxen entering the
churches to be blessed by the priests; mothers lulling their little ones
with the same hymns of praise that were addressed to the Infant
Jesus; sterile women with upraised petticoats rubbing themselves
against the legs of Sao Gongalo do Amarante; married men, fearful
of infidelity on the part of their wives, going to interrogate the
"cuckold rocks," while marriageable young girls addressed them-
selves to the "marriage rocks"; and finally our Lady of Expectancy 7a
being worshipped in the guise of a pregnant woman.

In the case of Brazil (we are here dealing with a seventeenth-cen-
tury phenomenon), the Portuguese colonizer had in his and the
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